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U.S Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Highway 
Administration 

Mr. David Valenstein 
Environment Systems and Planning 
Federal Railroad Administration 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Illinois Division 

September 2, 20 1I 

3250 Executive Park Dr. 
Springfield, IL 62703 

(217) 492-4640 
www.fhwa.dot.gov/ildiv 

In Reply Refer To: 
HPER-IL 

Subject: Chicago to St. Louis High-Speed Rail Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement 

Dear Mr. Valenstein: 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has received your letter of August 9, 20 II, requesting 
FHW A become a cooperating agency for the subject project. The FHW A hereby accepts the request 
to become a cooperating agency because FHW A possesses special expertise with respect to the 
environmental issues that will be analyzed as part ofthe project. Specifically, FHWA will be 
interested in reviewing the potential impacts the project may have on safety and operations of 
roadways that may be impacted by the project as well as any impacts that the project may have on the 
Chicago Region Environmental and Transportation Efficiency Program. 

FHW A agrees to participate in the development of the project to the degree, time and resources 
permit in the manner you requested, including: 

• Provide meaningful and early input on defining the purpose and need, determining the range 
of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and level of detail required in the 
alternatives analysis; 

• Participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate, and 
• Timely review and comment on the pre-draft and pre-final environmental documents to 

reflect the views and concerns of FHW A 

We look forward to working with the Federal Railroad Administration on the project. Please contact 
Matt Fuller at (217) 492-4625 or by email at Matt.Fuller@dot.gov should you have any further 
information or inquiries regarding this project. 

fi;ifJ%/k/( 
Jon-Paul Kohler 
Planning and Program Development Manager 

ecc: Mr. George Weber, Bureau ofRailroads, lOOT 
Mr. Michael Garcia, Bureau of High Speed and Passenger Rail, IDOT 






















